Mahendra Sharma is a seasoned social development leader with over 20 years of
experience advancing education, health, and community empowerment in rural

Rajasthan.

Since 2014, he has served as Managing Director of the Veerni Project, partnering with
founder Jacqueline de Chollet to drive organizational growth and impact. He leads
program design, staff development, student admissions, and scholarship initiatives,
enabling girls from underserved communities to access higher education.

Mahendra also provides strategic guidance across all Veerni programs, offering
analytical insights, monitoring progress, supporting strategy development, and facilitating
stakeholder engagement to enhance program effectiveness. In addition, he plans and
oversees major infrastructure and construction projects, including school campuses,
vocational training centers, and community facilities that improve learning, safety, and
accessibility for rural communities.

Earlier, he coordinated multi-village initiatives with the HH Maharaja Hanwant Singh
Charitable Trust, championed girls’ education, and contributed to the Rajasthan
government’s Bhamasha Yojana pilot project. He continues to advise initiatives
supporting people living with HIV/AIDS.

Through his leadership, Mahendra has expanded educational opportunities for rural
girls, strengthened sustainable development programs, and built lasting partnerships
that safeguard both impact and compliance.

He holds a Ph.D. in Social Work and a postgraduate diploma in Information Technology.



